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HOURS/DAYS OF SCHOOL
What does it mean to be closed until April 15th?  When will it be known if we are going to be closed longer?  This decision is made by the state every two weeks as they learn more from the government and Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  School districts are to work on distance and digital learning for grades 6-12 to keep students on track for course credit and graduation.
How does cancellation of state assessments impact students?
· All accountability testing for high school seniors expected to graduate this spring is waived and they will graduate, but they will still have to finish the semester and ultimately be graded.
· For non-seniors, waiving requirements for any course requiring an end of course exam (EOC). For instance, if they student is in algebra, the DOE is waiving the algebra EOC. They won’t need EOC components for their grade or their credit. However, those who haven’t passed the grade 10 English Language Arts (ELA) exam must pass it at a future administration, and they still must meet the mathematics requirement before their graduation, if they are not currently a senior. 	Comment by Nesvig, Sharon: This seems incomplete – The DOE is waiving?
· For grade 3, promotion grade 3 ELA/FSA data won’t be available, so promotion decisions will be made in consultation with parents/teacher based on a student’s classroom performance. 

Will parents have ability to request retention? Yes, if a parent believes it is their child’s best interest to have their child repeat the grade they are currently in, they can do so. Parents should have a conversation with their child’s teacher to discuss this decision.
How do minutes for digital/distance learning add up for credit for students?  Right now, FLDOE anticipates the year ending on time as scheduled.  However, districts have been given flexibility to extend their calendars.  This is a working condition that you must impact bargain.  The FLDOE guidance is “[we are] trying to give kids as much education as possible with a default of compassion and grace.”
Are we going to waive instructional time? The governor has given authority to waive instructional hours, but as it stands now, FLDOE believes we can get to the end of the school year on time. School is in session, teachers will be teaching and grades will be given but in distance learning capacity. 

How are we addressing students with IEPs? To support students with identified IEP-related services who may have a disruption in services, school districts in coordination with a  student’s parents and IEP, team are given flexibility to work for the remainder of the school year to provide alternative services or delay services until later in the summer months. You can also expand your hospital/homebound programs to accommodate students with IEPs.



BARGAINING AND IMPACT BARGAINING
During this emergency, is all bargaining guidance in effect? The rules that establish your rights to bargain are in Chapter 447.  This is still in effect – Chapter 447 has not been suspended.  You always have the right to directly bargain wages, hours of work and conditions of employment.  
How do I know when I need to impact bargain?  Everything about the shuttering of schools and working from home has an impact on these bargainable areas wages, hours of work, and conditions of employment.  Notify your district counterpart of the issues, the impacts of those issues, and the areas of the contract that are affected by closing campuses to students in a Demand to Bargain letter
How do I get started notifying the district that we need to bargain over these issues?  You should be working with your district counterpart and documenting your work into a signed Memoranda of Understanding.  Sample Demands to Bargain, Cease and Desist and MOUs are in the SharePoint folder.  https://feaweb.org/external-documents-covid19

EVALUATION/SCHOOL GRADES
What happens to my evaluation if we can’t finish the school year?  Each bargaining unit will need to address how your evaluations are affected.  You may already have language in the CBA or a past practice that addresses this.
With cancellations in accountability what will my district grade be? There won’t be a grade this year. Everything remains as whatever was achieved in the prior year.	Comment by Nesvig, Sharon: This could be more clear – but I wasn’t sure what you were trying to say: All schools will remain in the same status ?
My school is in turnaround status. What happens to that status?  K-12 school grades will not be calculated for 2019-20 and schools in turnaround may continue their current status for the 2020-21 school year to avoid disruption to school leadership and operations.
How will school recognition money be determined next year? There is an allocation in the budget for school recognition funds, however, without new school grades it is undetermined how this money would be distributed.  More guidance will come when we have the answer.

FUNDING
Any reduction to district allocation? No, every district will receive 100% of their full allocation for the 19-20 school year.
Any flexibility in categorical funds? K-12 districts can redirect their allocations and reading scholarship accounts to help low income students to establish distance learning.

CERTIFICATION
What is happening with certification exams, certification renewal and endorsements?  The fees for taking exams are waived for 120 days as of March 18, 2020.  There is no information yet as to how certification renewal or endorsements may be affected. More guidance will come when we have answers for these topics.


How will college students who are interns and need to finish for their graduation requirements continue their internships and conduct classes so they can be certificated?	Comment by Nesvig, Sharon: Read this question again.  How will internship graduation requirements for student teachers be met so they can be certified?
· DOE rule does not have a specific hour requirement – it is about displaying the competencies. 
· If campus is closed, they can finish at a school in their home district (provided we can get them placed). 
· Online learning is acceptable – we can partner them with school districts to support the virtual teaching if necessary. 
· DOE has basically said that universities work in partnership with our districts to ensure students are successful in their completion of internships.




	
	
	



